DULLEY

=

NO.’®/,

79




0 5 s e 5 )
PHELYETIAM SOCI?TY FOR COLLECTORS OF SWITZZRLAID
IDITOR: Gustave A. von Gross
317 So. 15th. Street
PEILADTLPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

VOLULE ¥ Oct./Wov., 1942 Hos. 10/11.

ZDITORIAL,

It has been my intention to issue the October Bulletin on time. The
articles were orepared and ready for print, but unfortmmately I have
trouble getting supnlied with stencils from my wholessle stationary mer—
chant. = It seems to me that gradually we have to be satisfied with less
and legs of much needed commodities that is being used for Oncle Sam's
Office Forces, and which in time might spell a greatly curtailed sale of
mimeograph stencils to private individuals and organizations. TUnder
these circumstances, I beg our membership to bear with me and in a patrio=
tic manner accept these chortcomings caused by conditions beyond my con-—
trol.

liembers in the Armed Forces:

An echo from Canton, Ohio, reports that John Randolph was not
geen in that city. = I should have known better = since the S.P.4d. Con-—
vention was held at Detroit, Iiich., and his disappearance dates back to
thig event. ~ In the mean time the errant wanderer vaid a visit to the
"Helvetia" headquarter only to vanish again. A veteran of World War No.l,
John again has been called to serve hig country, His address is unknown.
We wigh hinm all the zood luck in the world, and may he return safe and
sound with war trophies from other cowntries and exhibit them at a fubture
"Helvetia" get-together.

# = *

Fransc J. Zeltinonn ig out for adventure again and from all indicas-
tion will try his best to coraer the market for "African Stamps." Bome
monthe ago he-enlisted in the Army and wp to lately was stationed in
Florida. WNews came throuch that his present address ist

Pvte Frank J. Zelitmann
Teche. S. Squad

769 Bke B 425

Buclkley Fisld, Colo. -

He is only one rank lower than Lt. Cols Alfe Wilsons = Frank's
son joined the Armed Forceg about the game time asg hisg father, but ade
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vanced to Sarszent in the interim, serving in the Ordinance Corp stationed
at Camp Chanute. -~ Bot h expect to meet shortly in Afriea, bringing home
Rommel 's wardrobes

U

Philadelohia, Pa., October 25, 1g942.

Hinutes of the Heeting
of the
"Helvetia Society"

The rezuwlar moanthly meeting of the Helvetia Soclety was held on the above
date abt 317 South 15th. Street Phila., Pa. with the President lir. Gustave
As von Gross, presiding. Tho meeting was ealled to order at 9:15 P.l.
with geven members present.

Treasurers Revort

Qeceintst Expenditures?
Balance oa hand 5/29/42 $173.35 Order s#b6 Postage for
Dues 4%, 00 Bulletin § %30
Total 822235
Expenditures 5 30
Balaace $219.05
Contingent Fund 15.65
Balance in Treasury $235.70
Balance on hand 10/26/42 $235.70

Reports of Conmittees:

Regsearch: The second of a series of articles by !'rs voa Gross appeared in
NSTAMPS" jiagazine in the August lst. Issue and those who have not as yet
read this article will do well to secure a copy of this igsue from Harry
Lindquist for their permanent files. Gus has also completed the drawings
of the Swiss Classics. These drawings are really worlks of art of a high
desree as will be attested by those who have been fortunate enouzh to have
geen them and will truly be an uafailing guide in detectins counterfeits.

Nominatinz Committees

Chairnan George M. Caldwell reported that his Committee presented the fol-
lowing nominations for Officers for the ensuing yeard President,

Mre Gustave A« von Grossy TFirst Vice President, !irss Sophie Buser; Second
Vice Presideant, Mr. 'lortimer De Grootj Secretary, Thomas F. Harrisonj
Treasurer, Dr. Bdward H. Lewandowski, and for Poard of Governors, lir.
Martin Newaunze

Anvone desirins to make any further nominations for any of these Offices
will please forward them to the Secretary at once.
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There being ao further business tiie meebing wag adjourned in rezular
forn 2t 10815 Pl

Siznedt T.F. Harrison
Secretary.

* * *
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PICRA-TAL, likewise in the Canton of Tessin, lies not far from
Airolo, & town well known because it ig at the southern encd of that fam-
oug enzincering foat, the St. Gotthard Tuanel, 9% miles long, on the route
of the very importamt international railroad, which connects central
Turope with Italy via Svitzerlaand. The label igsued by this hotel is an
uprizht rectangle modeled after that of the firet of the lont Prosa
labels. It was nrinted in blue on white, and is known imperforate aad
nerforatbed.

SOMNTIBIRG-MIGIEBIRG, in the Canton of Obwalden, issued a horile
zontal label containing a hotel scene incloged within an octagonal frame.
A label at the toon contains the name Sonnenberg and a similar label at
the bottonm, the name ITaglebery. These were printed in black on white paper
and algo on tinted paper, including green, yellow, and rose. They were
perforated.

IEUES STAHTEAD is located at 8t. IMoritz~Bai in the beantiful
Bagadine Valley, one of the three longest in Switgzerland. It seems hardly
necessary to may more avbout this wvery pooular resort, the fame of which
hag spread throughout the civilized world. The label issued by this hotel
differs materially froi: the others, in fact it resembles in many resvects
the so-called "Weuchatel! stamp isgued by the Geneva Cuntonal Post. The
vignette, consisting of a white cross on a red shield and inclosed within
a conventional frame, is almost a direct cooy of that well known classic.
The curly-cue background also is suggestive of that stamp. Four name
bands comolete the picture, in the top band we find the name "Stahlbadl,
at the botton "Franco!, on the left "Neues", and on the right "St. Moritz."
Thege wers printed in black and red on whites also in black and red in
combinabion with yellow, gray=creen, yellow-green, salmon, and lilace. The
specialized cataloz notes, that "apparently these were not vut into use."

This would mnpear %0 be the proper spot to write the word "finish
but due to the siall nwiber of collectible specinens and the dearth of
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coverg it would geem fitting that so-called collateral groups night well
be included in a collection ,of Eotel Post gtamps,

Do throuzh the years following the suppression of the Hobel Poats
by Federal decree many Goverament post offices were establighed in hotels
throuzhout Switzerland and a collection of the postmarks used by these
post officas might add interest. The search would not be easy, but the
rewards cerbtainly worth the efforts The only limitation on thisg group
woulld be the number of denominations of each vostal isgue and the number
of guch isgues. Covers naturally would add interest.

4 gecond group, one which the economist mizht call marginal, would
coagist of hotel corner cards. - The collectors of old Swiss covers are
familiar with the name and addross of the gender applied by neans of a
rubber stamp. ifany of these are found with oval framinz, while others
talce the form of a siraizht line. Some hotels and even business firmg
usged designs resenbling the contemporary postmarks and applied them on any
available clear space on the cover, very much in the manner in which
postmarks were applied. In many cases, particularly by the wainformed,
these could be readily mistalken for Govermmont postmarks as gome of them
contain the complete date. To carry the idea further we might also ine-
clude The coriner cards applied by mechanical means, such ag typosraphy,
lithography, and engraving.

The inclusion of corner cards may be controversial, and widoubted—
1y will be criticised ani coademned by some, but, what phase of collect-
ing is not? Such difference of opinion may well be considered o healthy
condition, but the coatroversy should be conducted in a frieandly spirit;
to quote a trite saying—"Smile pardner when you sar them words.!

F G

Author!s Wote ——— The material used in this account of the Swiss
dotel Pogts has been obtained from many sowrcess. Some of these data have
been coatradictory, and it was necessary to separate the wheat from the
chaff. Errors of fact and of conclusion are common experiences in any
regearch, and it would be wain to believe this small article has escaved
guch. In keening with the editor's policy of giving the mosgt authorita—
tive information in our bulletin, it is hoped that any errors found dy
our membership will be brought to hig attention or to mine. Recognition
of suech will be noted in swbsequent issues of the bulletin, and due credit
will be given.
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NINTH FORGERY.

Lithogranhed on rather thick, white wove paper. The dove, and the
letter in its beak, are surrounded by a thin, black outline in this coun-
terfeit. The hyphen after STADT is very short and looks rather like an
oval stop; the hyphen after BASEL is a little longer, but rather wedge-
shaped. The network is extremely coarse. There is a little line, joiniag
the P of POST tothe outline above it, and the O leans very much to the righf.
There is a prominent black dot, touchinz the ianer outline of the red
shield, above the B of B&SEL; the head of the 8 looks bizger than the tailj;
and the L slopes slightly to the right, so that a line along its lower edge
would pass clear above the 5 of STADI, The large 2 has a very curly foot,
the front of which touches the left~hand frame. The fraction-line slopes
sharply down to the right; so that, if prolonged, it wouwld cut through the
bottom of the gtamp, under the beginning of the O of POST, The foot of the
R of RP touches the bottom frame; the top of the. ghaft of the P is about
level with the central division of the Rj; and the stop ig level with the
too of the head of the P, and nearer to it than to the frame. The central
bosg of the crozier contains four horizontal, white lines, but the lowest
line is only half the lengbh of the one above it. The white line in the top
half of the crozier is too long, and turns partly over into the bend. The
two side~points of the crozier do not touch the gides of the little sghield.
The two leaves on the left side touch the frame, but the two on the right
side do not.

TENTH FORGZIRY.

Lithographed on rather thick, white wove paper. The color of the shield
is orange-red, very different from the sort of crimson-red of the genuine
The dove is very slightly embossed. There is no hyphen after POST. The
netswork is fairly like the geanuines The 0 of POST is nearly upright.

The L of BASEL slope# very much.down to the left; so that a line drawn
along its lower edge would pass very nearly clear under the S of STADT, The
larze 2 has a perfectly straight footj the little 1 and 2 both toueh the
fraction-linej the sald fractlon-~line slopes a good deal, so that, if pro-
longed, it would cut through the bottom of the stamp, below the ”pace bet—
ween the 08 of POST. The foot of the R of RP very nearly touches the
botton frame; the P and the stop are like the genuine. The central boss

of the crozier contains four horizontal, white linesi bdbut the top line ex—
tends Turther to the left than the second onej whereas the second one ex—
tends furthest of all to the left, in the genuines The two halves of the
crozier are not in one line, the upper half and the bogs beinz set too much
ta the left. The curled too is only about 1/3 mm. from the top of the
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frame, and the white line is too long, and goes up into the bend. The two
slde-points just touch the sides of the little shields The hanging leaf or-
nament, over the § of STADT, just touches the frame, but none of the other
three leaves touch the frame.

ELEVENTH FORGERY.

Lithographed on thick, white wove paper. The shield is in brilliant scarlet.
The dove shows hardly any trace of embossing. The nctwork is an easy test,
for it is merely a lot of emall, irregular dotd, on a white ground, The O

of POST is nearly upright, but it is of a clumsy shape. There is a dot in the
outer outline of the red shield, between the O and § of POST, The L of BASEL
slopes greatly to the left, so that if a line were drawn along its lower edge,
it would graze the T of STADI. The fraction=line in the left lower corner is
about horizontali and if prolonged, it would cut through all the letters of
POST, and also through the RP, in the other corner. The head of this P is too
large and round, and the shank does not project above it. The stop very nearly
touches the heade The boss in the centre of the crozier is small and incon-
spicuous, but I think there are four horizontal, white lines in it. The cro-
zier is quite as wide above, as it is below the base. The curled top of the
crozier is about 1/3 mm. from the frame above it; the bottom point is blunt,
and ¢ mm, from the base of the 1ittld shield; the right side-point touches

the side of the shield, but the left point does not touch. The upper leaf-
ornament on the left side touches the frame, and the hanging leaf ornament
below it almost touches the frame. The upper leaf on the right side is at
some little distance from the frame, and the hanging leaf below it does not

' touch the frame, though it is rather close.

TWELFTH FORGERY.

Mr. Pemberton says that this is a very poor production, with the dove printed,
instead of embosseds The corners are of blue dots on a white ground, instead
of a networke The % of 2} is so smudged that there is no space between the
fractidn-line and the numerals.

THIRTEENTH FORGERY.

This is the commonest of the falsifications. The bottom point of the crozier
is a long way above the bottom of the shield. The 0 of POST slants to the
right,

FOURTEENTH FORGERY.

This one is very like the counterfeit just described, but better dons. The
bottom point of the crozier is a very long way above the bottom of the shield.

FIFTSENTH FORGERY.

This is the sixth forgery in M. de Reuterskiold's book. He says that it
belongs to a set of Swiss stamps, sold at Geneva, with facsimile printed in
violet, on the upper part of the stamps The corners are composed of blue
dots on a white ground, instead of a networke. The O of POST is vertical, but
it is taller than the other letterse The L of BASEL is horizontal. The dove
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is not embossed at all. The fraction-line in the left cornmer, if prolonged,
would cut into the 0 and § of POST, and touch the feet of the P and T.

SIXTTENTE FORGERY.

M, de Reuterskiold describes this one as the product of Messrs. Senf, of
Leipzigs The corners have blue dots on a white ground, instead of a network.
The dove is slightly embossed, and it has a black outline round it, which
should be an easy test. As in the fifteenth forgery, the fraction-line, if
prolonged, would cut into the O and S of POST, and touch tho feet of the P
and T.

SEVENTEENTH FORGERY .

M. de Reuterskiold describes this one as follows! "The dove is not cmbossed.
The network of the corners is formed by crossed lines, oblique white lines,
on a blue ground. There is a large black dot or stop between STADT and POST.
The O of POST is vertical, and exactly in the centre of the label. In the
genuine, and all other forgeries, the space between 0S is the centre of the
labels

FINIS.

ESSAY.

This is printed with the corner-network in light green, and the shield in
brick-red. These were the first stamps sent to Basle by the Frankfort en-
graver, but the postal authorities docided to have the colors altered.

Messrs, Mirabaud and de Reuterskiold, in their fine work on The Postagoe Stamps
of Switzerland, say that they have several times met with the above stamps,
with the green network chemically changed to bluce

Jacques Kilcher, our former President, is tho only stamp dealer at Atlantic
City, N.J., without a commercial window display; a single service flag with
three stars holds the honor placcs

* L L

IMPORTANT

DON!T FORGET TO VOICE YOUR PRIVILEGElIZ!1!!

USE BNCLOSED BALLOT and

YTOTE FTOR YOUR FAVORITZ OCANDIDATEI



QRS I 01 AL BALLOT
OF THE
"HELVYETIA E0CIRTY
The following nominecs for Officers of the Helvetia Socicty havoe been sclected
by the nominating committee for the year 1943, Any member desiring to vote

for any candidate not included in this list of nominees will insert the name
of their candidate in the space provided for the office to be filled.

OFFICE: NOMINEE:
. President Gustave A. von Gross
lst Vice President Mrs. Sophie Buser
2nd, Vice President Mortimer De Groot
Secretary Thomas F. Harrison
Treasurer Edward H. Lewandowski, D.D.S.
Governor Martin Neumunz

Members will vote for the nominees of their choice by inserting an X beside
the name of the candidate. 411 Ballots must be returned to the Secretary not
later than December 21, 1942,
T. ¥. Harrison
Secretary



