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INFORMATION WANTED«

In the minde.of the founders of the Helvetia Sociocty wero

some vory dofinite reasons why the colloctors and students of Swiss stamps

should be bound togother into a union. Holvetia was not simply an cxeuso
to form anothor stamp clube Not the loast of thoso reasons was tho oXe
changc of information, and tho answoring of questions vhich naturally
arisec whon one studics hie stampses It is surprising to mc that prior to
the prosent time no onc had attompted to use the Bullotin to ask for in-
formation on spceific points, but now I have in hand sovoral questions
from ono of our rogulor contribdutors, one who has not only written for
our Bullctin bBut has also contributod sovoral spoecial articlos for the
Holvotia issuce of STAMPS magazinc and cooporatod in the proparation of
tho seript for our broadcast of o yoar ngo ovor the rod notwork of NBCs
Mre Cnldwelll!s gquostions arc listed bolow, and I havo ovory reason to
boliove that thorc arc membors of our Society who will come forth freoly
and supply the answore.

It is proposod to have this Information Wantod column a
rogular featurc of our Bullotin. It is roasonablc to bolicve that there
aro mbny-quostions o bo askod and also that thoro aro suffielcntly in-
formod nombors of our socioty vho can and will furnish tho answorss At
ny roquost lre.Caldwell has o@asroed to nct in the capacity of a cloaring-
houso for such questions and answors,  Thoso should bo addrosscd tod

Mre Goorge We Caldwell
5512 Hadficld Strooct
Philadolphin, Ponnow

Duo erodit will bo givon to thoso porsons furnishing tho
mngrore: If you do not wish to have your namc nmontionod, please stato
tho facte: Lotl!s got going with a bangd

Gustave Ae¢ von Gross, Prosidont,

Tho following information on Swiss rovonuo stanps is dosired
57 lre Coléwolls

Kindly turn to quostion #1 on succooding pagoe

"



Quostion #1 Whot is the translation and what is the signi~
ficance of the folloyring inscriptions found on
the revonuo stanps of Fribourgt

de - Visa on licun do tinbre do commnorce
be Tirtbre do dinensgion :

Cs 'Visn on liou do tinbre deo dimonsion
de Tinbro nobilo grm&xf

0s Vieo on licu de tinbro gradusa

E * »

Philndclphia, Pne 1/26/42.

Minutos of tho Moocting
of tho
PHolvotia Socioty"

The rogular nonthly necting of tho Holvotia Socioty was hold on tho
ebove date at 317 South 15th. Stroot with tho Presidont lir. Gustave A.
von Gross presidinge The nooting was called to ordor at 8:U5 P.l. with
scven nonbors prosent and answoring the roll call aftor which the
ninutcs of the provious nootings wero road and approvode

Troasurer'!s Report

+

Recoiptss Expenditurcss

Bolance on hand 12/12/41 $120495 Order #59 Papor, stencils $22450
Dues 10.00 postage for bulletin

Total $130.95
22450

$108.45
Balance on hand Jane 26, 1942  $°108445

Edwie He LOWB:ldOTTSld, DeDsSe

Conrmunications

The Socrotary read bulletin No.50 fron the National Fedoration of Starp

vlubg which dealt with various questions vhich are subnitted to the var-
io1g stamp clubs portaining to subjects which nay be of intercst to their
‘wabers in general or to the Club as an organization. .

Reports of Comnittoos

dusearchd  Progross.
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Reports of Cormittecs {continuation)

Banquet: Tickets for the Banquet have boen forwarded to the mombers
and arrangonents are going forward toward completion of the final ar-
rancenentse All nembers are urged to make their reservations as carly
as possible as we would like to have a zood delesation attond the Ban-
quet from Philay Also those who can arc requested to send a door prizc
to Sophic Buser as soon as possible, as Sohpic is anxious to havo the
prizes on hand as soon as possiblc.

For the good of the Socicty.

Due to the fact that tho editor of the bulletin has had considerable
trouble in sccuring papor for the last two issucs of the bulletin and
due also to the constantly inercasing cost of this paper,a general dise—
cussion was held concerning the advisability of the Holvetia Socicty
purchasing a supply of mimcograph paper sufficient to last for a ycars
Aftor a rather lensthy discussion it was finally deecided that the
Editor of the bulletin bo instructed to lay in a threo months supply

of paper at a time, the majority fooling that this would be gufficicnt
to meet our neccds.

The following bill was ordered paidl
Order #59 Paper, stencils, postage ctce for the bulletin § 22.50

There beins no further business, tho mecting was aljourned in regular forn.

¥ * *

Accepted into Helvetiad

Maurice . Rouillard 181 Chestnut Strcet Holyoke, Masss
Emil Bruechip he2 Fifth Ave. New York, N.¥Y.
Hilda Yant 1337 Shriver Aveoe. NeXo Canton, Ohio.
Sidney Fs Barrctt 87 Nassau Stroet New York, NW.Y.
Charles H. Johnson 71 We 23rd. Strect Now York, W.Y.

* * %

Applied for Helvetia Membershipt

John Randolph Philas Pae
Daniel de Beixedon Bast Harmt~n, W.Y.
Lillian Marie Mack 564 We 160th, Stroct Now York, H.Y.
Dr. Louisc De Lariniore 750 Riverside Drive New York, ‘WeY.

* * *

NOTZ: TFor the succceding.contribution, "Postase Moter Impressions of
Switzerland and Licchtenstein" we are indcbted Mre Wornor Sinon, author,
and our own menmber Mr. George W. Wottach who so kindly precpared and cut
the stencils for this creditable articles Unfortunately Mre Wettach onit-

tel to insert a conspicuous headins nentioning the author and hinsclf.
* - ¥
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THZ PUSTAGE METER IMPRESSIONS OF SJITZERLAND & LSECHTENSTEIN

The Swiss Postal Administration has published "Regulations
for the users of postage meter mach ines" which contain all pertin=-
ent data regarding franking machines, The following paragraphs
quoted from the regulations are of general interest:

. "824, The manufacture and sale of franking machines
1s only allowed by such factories and distributors which
are licensed by the Postal Administration, The Postal
Administration exercises dir=ct control over the use of
the machines,

826, The franking machines can be used for payment
of postage on mail meters of all kindy for payment of
custom fees due in postal or rail transit and for advanced
payment of fees in connection with insolvency prodeedings,

827, The Postal Administration supplies the printing
dies and date stamps to the users of franking machines at
cost on a rental basis, The die number is identical with
the control number, It is prohibited to use other dies
& stamps than those supplied by the Postal Administration,
«+oDies and date stamps which are not used anymore and those
of sold machines are to be forwarded by the controlling post
office to the Post Office Dept., Section Printing and
Stampsy where they will be preserved for the ugser of the:
machine for possible later use,

828, The machines are equipped with counting and
controlling meters which are different for the individual
machine models,

842, The meters of the machines are to be read once
a month,

844, The amouynt due is to be paid within 3 days by
postal check, in cash or by debiting the postal checking
account of the machine user, The Postal Administration is
permitted to ask the usar of the machine for a proper deposit”

Regulations Concerning the Meter Impressions

The philatelist is especially interested in the following
paragraphs which contain the regulations concerning the meter

impressions:

"832, The design of the indicia is wide oval and on the
machines "Hasler F22", "Hasler F83 and "Safaf 2" rectangular,
All impressions show the value in Arabian fi%ures, the
inscription "Helvetia", the control number of the machine
and ?t the left and right of the value the letters "PP" (port

aye/.

’ y833. The indicia is to be printed in one single impression,
if possible, but may also be shown in 2 or & impressions side
by sides The impressions are to be printed distinctly in
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upper right corner of the address side of the mail matter,
Unclean, indistinct or only partly visible impressions are
invalid, '

8391, The printing ink is red; it is to be purchased by the
users of the maehines from the éection Printing and Stamps
of the Post Office Department.,"

The use of two different indicia designs is necessary

because all.franking machines can be grouped intd -two-classest

l, Machines with fixed value dies when each denomination
prints from an entirely separate die,

2, Omni-denominational machines which can print any
denomination on the'Cash Register principle,

A general trend can be observed which replaces machines
of group 1 more and more by those of group 2.

The Numbering of the Machines

Inasmuch as the Post Office Department furnished the
printing dies (see above No0.827) these are alike for all machine
models so that the prints of the individual models cannot be told
apart. However, each machine has been allocated with a control
number which appears also in the meter impression (see No.,327).
Originally the numbering was arranged according to a certain
system which assigned a special number series to each model, re-
sulting in the following schedule:

100- 200 model Franco

201- 300 model Hasler

301-1000 model Universal &

1001-upwards model Hasler
2001-upwards model Universal 5
3001~-upwards models Francopost and Safag
4001=-upwards model Hasler

(It is interesting to note that the last named number series
starts with 4001 according to information received from the Post
Office Dept. while actually a meter 4000 has been found.)

This number schedule has beesn upset by the appearance
of improved machine modals. |In many cases users of older machines
exchanged them for later models and still continued using their
original control number even though they switched to another
model, As far as new users are conczrnad the above number
schedule is still beins used,

It is therefore possible that Hasler machines can now
be found within the 100-200 or 801-1000 series, 21though these
series ware not originally ~ssigned to Hasler machines., Machine
control numbers tharefors are not infallible indications of the
model fromwhich the impression originated--only the date stamp
1S,
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Unfortun~tely the majority of the franking machines
belonging to group 1 are not equipped with 2 date stomp, but many
of the meter impressions which originated from machines of the
second group ~lso lack ity Since the model cannot be sufficiently
identified by the franking print alone is therofore advisable
to classify all impressions without d*ia stﬂmp into one group
regardless of model and manufacturer,

This article will therefore summarize the meter impres-
sions without date stamp regardless of manufacturer and then deal
with the impressions showinoc a2 date stamp according to the indivi-
dual machine models,

Description of the Postage Meter Types

Group 1.

M~chines with fixed value dies, Design: Wide oval.

Without date stamp

originating from the models Franco, Francopost,
Hasler, Safag 1 -nd Universal 5.

Existine denominntions: 3, 5, 7-1/2, 10, 15, 13,
20, 22-1/2, 23, 264 30, US, 37-1/9 40, 50, G0,
70, 80y 20, 1 Frey 120, 150, 2 Fr., S Fray S Fr,
Denominations of 55 and 250 have been used according
to information received from the Post Office Dept. although no
copias are known to the writer so far,
The rarest denomination is 57-1/2 closely followed
by 22-1/2 of which only 2 few copies are known. Scarce are 13
and 23 also, as well as 7-1/2, 35, 80 and the high Franc values.,
Somatimes a slogan can be found with the franking

print, Det=ils will be given below in connection with the

description of the different machine models
As all mail matter must indicate at which post office

and 2t which time it was mailedy and in order to avoid double use

of the meter impressiony all print hich do not show town mark

and date stamp are to be cancelled like regular postage stamps.

Sty g R
Hand cancellations must be stamped close to the meter impression
—— e ——— e e e—— —

—

whernms m1ch1ne cancellations may overprlnt tt. Variations from

—

these rules c1n often be found,




With date stamp. o
a) Model FRAMCO. Licensed March 18, 1922,

These machines were distributed by the Fran-
co-Aktiengesellschaft of Lucerne, and manufactured

by the Gas- und Wassermesser-Fabrik A.G. of Lucerne.

The model Franco was later purchased by the Safag

Fie |
A.G. of Biel and the Frenco Company licuidated. Although lic-
v T

ensed in 1922 the first machines were onrobably not installed

before 1924. As previously mentioned the control numbers 100-200
were allocated to the Franco machines, but the highest number
known in this series is 12C. Only machines 102, 112, 117 and 119
printed a date stamp and upon cleoser examination it appears that
102 alone (Fig. 1) is a Franco while 112 and 112 are Francopost
and 117 Hasler machines. Since the Francopost machines were dev-
eloped from the_Franco model it must be assumed that only very
few Franco machines were installed and that the later numbers of
the Franco series belong to Francopost. Unexplained remains the
fact that number 117 is a Y'ssler machine, but most likely the
user originally purchased a Franco or Francopost and exchanged it
later for a Hasler. |

The Franco machine is the only Swiss model with the date
stamp under the frank. The date stamp is circular, about 2.5 mm
below the oval. As mentioned before only machine 10Z is known
with date stamp and copies are rather scarce. lModel Franco is
equipped to print 5 denominations.

b) lModel FRANCOPOST. This model is an improvement of the
Franco and was produced by the Safag A.G. of Biel (Successors).

¢) Model SAFACG 1.- The next model that Safag put on the mer-
ket was named Safag 1. Both Francopost and Safag 1 will be dis-

cusced together as their impressions are exactly alike.
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As shown above part of the Franco numbers may already belong

to Francopost; the numbers from 3001 upwards are assigned to all
models manufactured by the Safag Company.

The date stamps of both Francopost and Safag 1 are printed at
the left of the frank zbout 4mm apert. e following types exists
P 3 8§ WP Eound oﬁ

Type Form of stamp In upper gegment In lower segment machine
D circle with

segments cross machine number 302€
135 double ecircle cross Romen figure 3012,3021
J double cirele cross (Fig.2) machine number 3011
L double c¢irecle shaded machine number 112
" double eirecle ehaded shaded 3011

(Types H-} show the date between two horizontal lines while the
following type R is & double cirecle without the lines.)
R double cirecle cross machine number 3004

The Roman figure which appeare in the lower segment on type H
$ndicatess the Postsl District to which the post office shown in
the date stamp belongs. The 11 Swisg Postal Digtricte are I.CGeneva
TI, Leusanne, ITI. Berne, IV. Meuchftel, V, Basle, VI. Aerau,

ViI. Lucerne, VIII. Zurich, IX. St.Gallen, X. Chur, XI. Bellinzona.

For some years the machine number hes been shown in the date

stamp for control purpcses which led to types Dy Jy L &nd R.
Safag date stamps can be recognized by the size of the date

figures which are larger thzn on any other model., Also, the dots
behind the date figurs are placed at their foot.

Frencopost and Safag 1 are equipped with 10 denominctions
which are supposecd to run from 5 Rp. to 1.50 Fr. Both models ecan
only print denominations divisible by 5, so that all other values
must have originated from one of the remaining models.The follow-
ing denominations are known: 5,10,20,25,30,35,40,50,€0,80,1 F,150.

Several machines print an adver%is1ng slogan in piace of the
date stemp, Slogans which usually heve the form of & standing
rectangle have been seen on machines 3029, R035, 3040, 3041,3056%2.

LA IouG
SVISHE
Fie- 3

d) Model UNIVIMSAL 5. Licensed April 30, 1925,

The machines are manufacturec by enry Baer & Co. of Zurich
and built under license of the Universal Postal Frankers Ltds of
London, Tnglend. Apparently an originelly Briticsh mocel was
slightiy changed ané lecallyv sssembled in order to put it on the
market as of Swiss manufeeture.,

Control numbers &01-1000 were asegigned to this model but as
this series has been used up, numbers from 2001 upwards heve been
used sinece.
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The omissible date stamps appear at the left of the frank
ebout 2.2 em apart, and are easily recognized by the wide distance
from the frank. The date figures are far smaller than those of the
Safsg machines and there are also no dots at all in the date. The
following types of date stamps can be found: '

TYPE FORM OF STAMP 1IN UPPER SEGITENT IN LOVER SECGMENT OF MACEHINE

G cirele with

segments shaded " ghaded 838,839,874
H double circle

with lines eross Roman figure 839
N double circle

without lines blank blank 840,04€

The first Universal machines were supplied with frank dies on
which the control numbers were etched., This was the case from Jans
192€ to Jan, 1929 and occurred on machines 801~894. As these etched
figures wore out quickly they have been cut ever since., All etched
control numbers can be recognized by their smaller eize but meny of
them have been renlaced by the larger sized cut figures and it hap-
pens that on the same mechine some denpminations still possess the
small eteched figures while others have the larger sized cut machine
number. This explains the appearance of both large and small sized
figures of different denominations found on the seme envelope. A sam~
ple impression of the 3 Fr. value on machine 107 with small control
number is in existence but it cennot be explained how the small fig-
ures could turn up outside of the Universal number series. As we
have seen, number 107 belongs to the Franco series and it can only
be assumed that Universal tried to repair or replace the Franco mach-
ine Auring the time when the small control.numbers were furnished.
The control numbers were supnlied by the Post Office Dept. and insert-
ed in the frank dies by the manufacturer.

: Model Universal 5 may be equipped with advertising slogans which
appear at the left of the date stamp or if no date stamp is used at
the left of the frank, The size and setting of the slogans varies.
l"achine 937 exists with a slogan in the size and form of date stamp
type M :

All Universal 5 machines are supplied with & denominations. The
following values have been seen: 3, 5, 7%, 10, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40,
50, 604 70, 90, 1 Fr.

e) Model HASLER. Licensed September 15, 1923.

The machines are a product of the Masler A.C. of Berne. Only a
few are equipped with date stamps which can be omitted at will.

The numbers 201-800 and from 1001 upwards were assigned to these
machines} but as previously explained, many Hasler machines can now
be found within the other number series.

The date stamps are placed at the left of the frank &% a dis-
tance of about 1.3 em; 4 machines have been found with a narrower
setting of about & nemely 1017, 1018, 1114, 1261l. All dots in
the date are placed at half height of the date figures which mzkes
it easy to identify Illasler impressions.

L Ee— . = S i —— .= g = ==
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The following types of date stamps are in existence:

TYPE FORM OF STAIP IM UPPER SEGMENT IN LOWER SEGMENT
B cirele (Fig.4) eross Roman figure
£ circle with segments cross Roman figure
H double circle with horizontal
lines cross Roman figure
JT same as H Cross machine figure
K same as H shaded Roman figure

M same as H shaded shaded

Mo mechine number examples are given as
all types appear frequently. The most
common type is He Type M can be found
with thick and thin shading. An invert-
ed date stamp has been seen on machine
117 (type K).

Fig. 4 (Type B)

Originally an advertising slogan could be furnished in place of
one of the 8 denominations so that the form of the slogan was limited
by the size of the oval frank. WMaturally such a slogan could not be
printed at the same time the frank was applied. Hence it was printed
subsequently on any place on the envelope. Sometimes it was even
stamped over part of the frank.

Later machines could be equipped with a small slogan in the form
of a standing rectangle which appears on the left side of the date
stamp., It is possible that the narrower setting of the date stamp
which we have mentioned before was used in order to enlarge the space
available for the slogan. Larger slogans can be found on machines
without date stamp with the slogan always at the left of the frank.
The slogan as well as the date stamp can be omitted if desired.

All poseible denominations have been found on the Hasler F22
Which prints 8 denominations,.

GROUP II )
OIT"I-DENONMIMATIONAL MACHIINES. DESIGN: RECTANGLE

1. Small rectangular frank, 3.7 x 2.2 em, with or without dacte
stamp; originating from model Hasler F 22.

The impressions of this type can be grouped together regardless
of whether they are equipped with or without date stamp because they
cen originate from no other model. Most machines are supplied with
date stamps which, however, can be omitted if desired.

As any denomination can be printed (up to a certain maximum)
the existing denominations are of little interest. It might be men-
tioned that values ending with 4 Rp. like 7% Rp. are extremely scarce
as such postage rates were discontinued around the time when these
frankin% machines appeared on the market. The mechines are available
0

in the llowing sizes which the collector must also recognize:
1. with 3 figures of value 2« with 4 figures of value

a) printing from 000 to 999 a) from 0000 to 999

b) from 000 to 2993 b) from 0000 to 99994

3s with 5 figures of value, printing from 00000 to 29929.




